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THE SALAD BOWL
or "How is the diversity of the results adequately summarised?"

The project #unexcited, like many other projects, was faced with the ques-
tion, how to bundle and present the results?

The trigger for this question is above all the omnipresent diversity in the 
entire project - thus also in the results.

Since the output was created by the common discourse, the many 
professional discussions and last but not least by the available di-
verse resources, a form of dignified presentation is needed.

simultaneity, it is worth taking a look at diversity research and sys-
temic theory. In order to bring "both and" into focus, it is necessary 
to decide that despite all the differences in the results of the pro-
ject #unexcited, the value does not diverge! No matter who, how and 
with what effort - all results are valuable and furthermore allow 
valuable conclusions about their origin and environments. So it 
does make a difference if the results come e.g. from one participa-
ting partner country or another - but this does not make the result 
a "better" or a "worse" one.

Communitarianism as a current developed in the USA in the 1960s 
(main representative is Amitai Etzioni) was a valuable resource for 
the project #unexcited: After all, communitarianism is about seeing 
individuals in their differences but always united in the agreement 
and commitment to common values - values that create and main-
tain community.

This diversity in unity is explained by the symbol of the salad bowl, 
among other things. There are various ingredients that make up a 
salad through their distinctiveness. Unlike a melting pot, the ingre-
dients remain visible. An image is created for the existing heteroge-
neity, which is however united.

Taken literally, it does not make sense to categorize the ingredients 
into values: Why should the lettuce leaf be worth more or less than 
the cucumber slices?

Basically, however, the metaphor of the salad bowl is particularly 
interesting against the background of the understanding of the 
common values to which the participants feel committed.

This meant for the project #unexcited that the questions of attitude 
towards sex education and also the question of the recognizability 
of unexcitedness is the bowl to be able to fill it at all.

Systemically thought, the resulting content of the salad bowl of the 
project #unexcited is ONE possibility to prepare a salad - in the fu-
ture it will be that other ingredients will come into view, feedback 
will lead to diversification or variations and tastes will change.

Then it will start all over again.

A contribution by
Mario Müller, gsp




